CLIMATE	47
The hot weather is varied, especially in and near the
hills, by thunderstorms, which, in the plains, are preceded
by strong wind and clouds of dust. In May depressions
sometimes form in the Bay of Bengal, and storms strike
the coast
With the commencement of the south-west monsoon—
commonly called "the rains"—which, under normal con-
ditions, " bursts " during the first fortnight in June, the
temperature falls on the west coast.   The monsoon current
strikes the coast almost at right angles, and discharges
a very large quantity of rain in the plains between the
Arabian Sea and the western ghats, and on the face of the
ghats.    The amount is, however, slight as compared with
that which falls at Cherrapunji in Assam, where the annual
rainfall is 400—500 inches.   At Karkal, in South Canara,
which is near the ghats, the average rainfall is 189 inches,
and 239 inches were registered in  1897.    Devala, in the
Wynaad, averages 161 inches.   At Mercara, in Coorg, the
average fall is 133 inches, of which 42 inches fall in July.
At Naduvatam, which is situated at the western extremity
of the Nilgiri plateau, the average fall is 102 inches.    At
Ootacamund, which is some miles eastward of the ghats,
and only 20 miles distant from Naduvatam by road, and
much nearer as the crow flies, the rainfall averages only
49 inches.    Further east, at Coonoor, which receives  its
share of both the south-west and north-east monsoons, the
average rainfall is 63 inches.   During the south-west mon-
soon, the periods of strong wind and heavy rain are separated
by spells of fine weather, which are commonly known as
breaks in the rains.    In the plains of Tinnevelly, in the
extreme south of the Peninsula, the south-west monsoon
brings strong winds to the eastern side of the ghats, which
blow great clouds of red dust, fifty or sixty feet high, from
the plains towards the sea on the east coast.
The south-west monsoon ceases towards the end of

